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ran for Kuwaiti parliament. And Jenan ran;
she said—I told her the first race I ever ran,
I lost. [Laughter]. And she said, “Well, the
first race I ever ran, I lost too.” But she in-
tends to win next time around.

And so I appreciate you all coming. I'm
honored to be with you. We want to help.
Part of our democracy agenda, of course, is
the empowerment of women.

And so thank you for taking time. Doctor,
would you like to have a few comments?

Former Health Minister Maasouma Al-
Mubarak of Kuwait. Of course. First of all,
we'd like to welcome you, Mr. President. As
you probably watched our media this morn-
ing, the media said that we are saying it from
the deep of our hearts: Welcome, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. Thank you.

Ms. Al-Mubarak. Definitely, we Kuwaitis
look with great appreciation to the role that
the American people played in the liberation
of Kuwait, and we remember with great ap-
preciation your father role, Mr. Bush. And
we call him here in Kuwait, Bu Abdullah.
That means he’s so close to us, and the role
that he played, really still and forever, we
remember it as Kuwaitis.

And looking to the domestic issues in Ku-
wait, and especially the freedom that we are
enjoying, looking to this group of ladies that
are gathered totally by the Embassy, this is
something that you don’t have it much in lots
of the countries and rarely in the Middle
Eastern countries. Our Government has
nothing to do with the gathering and nothing
to do with this election of the people. And
that gives a great idea that we speak our
minds; we speak our hearts. And we are so
glad to be with you, Mr. President.

And regarding the issues, really we have
in mind, Mr. President, as women and as
mothers, we're really asking you, as a person
and as the leader of the great United States,
for—to put an end for the agony of mothers
in Kuwait, for the people, and for our fellow
citizens in Guantanamo. And we are sure that
your human feelings so much with us in that,
and we need really your role and your assist-
ance in that regard.

And also, as citizens and people from this
region, we deserve to live in peace. We are
looking forward to live in peace. We are real-

ly—not only in Kuwait but in the whole re-
gion, this region, the Gulf region, suffered
for years and years from—suffering from the
wars and the impact of the wars. And we
need your assistance, your help, your good
will to have peace in this part of the world.
And as you've played lots of roles in having
peace and security in lot of part of the
world—you, your father, and the other Presi-
dent.

Again, welcome, Mr. President.

The President. Thank you. Thanks.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:03 p.m. at the
U.S. Embassy. In his remarks, he referred to Dep-
uty Chief of Mission and Charge d’Affaires Alan
Misenheimer of the U.S. Embassy in Kuwait;
Amir Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah of Kuwait;
and Jenan Boushehri, former candidate for the
Kuwait Municipal Council.
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Your Majesty, thank you very much for be-
stowing upon me the award. I'm most hon-
ored. I accept it on behalf of the people of
the United States of America. I also thank
you and the Crown Prince and the Prime
Minister for your gracious hospitality. I am
really honored to be the first U.S. sitting
President to have visited your country. Per-
haps I should say, it’s about time.

The American people have a long friend-
ship with the people of Bahrain. For decades,
Bahrain has welcomed the United States
Navy and is now home to our 5th Fleet. Two
years ago, I was pleased to sign legislation
that strengthened our friendship and our re-
lationship. It was the free trade agreement
with Bahrain; it's America’s first such agree-
ment with any nation in the Gulf. This agree-
ment is helping to pave way to freer and fair-
er trade between our countries so we can
create jobs and opportunity and hope in both
our lands.

Our two nations share a common vision
for the future of the Middle East. Through
our alliance, we share the burdens and risks
of maintaining security as well as defending
freedom throughout the region. We also be-
lieve in the power of democratic reform.
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Your Majesty, I appreciate the fact that
you're on the forefront of providing hope for
people through democracy. Your nation has
held two free elections since 2000. And in
2006, your people elected a woman to your
parliament. Bahrain’s reforms are making
your nation stronger. You're showing strong
leadership, and you're showing the way for-
ward for other nations.

Your Majesty, I look forward to our meet-
ings later today. I look forward to discussing
how we continue—can continue to advance
peace in the Middle East. I look forward to
sharing with you my experiences that I had
in Israel and the Palestinian Territories. I
look forward to talking about how we can
continue to ensure security in the Gulf. To-
gether we will continue to strengthen our
friendship and our cooperation, and I'm
proud to be with you, sir.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. at Sakhir
Palace. In his remarks, he referred to King Hamad
bin Isa al-Khalifa, Crown Prince Shaikh Salman
bin Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa, and Prime Minister
Khalifa bin Salman al-Khalifa of Bahrain. He also
referred to Lateefa al-Geood, who was the first
woman elected to the Council of Representatives
of the National Assembly of Bahrain in 2006.
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Good morning. I'm speaking to you from
the Middle East, where I have been meeting
with friends and allies. We’re discussing how
we can work together to confront the extrem-
ists who threaten our future. And I have en-
couraged them to take advantage of the his-
toric opportunity we have before us to ad-
vance peace, freedom, and security in this
vital part of the world.

My first stop was Israel and the Palestinian
Territories. I had good meetings with Israeli
Prime Minister Olmert and Palestinian Presi-
dent Abbas. Both these men are committed
to peace in the Holy Land. Both these men
have been elected by their people. And both
share a vision of two democratic states, Israel
and Palestine, living side by side in peace
and security.

I came away encouraged by my meetings
with Israeli and Palestinian leaders. Each

side understands that the key to achieving
its own goals is helping the other side achieve
its goals. For the Israelis, their main goal is
ensuring the safety of their people and the
security of their nation. For the Palestinians,
the goal is a state of their own, where they
can enjoy the dignity that comes with sov-
ereignty and self-government.

In plain language, the result must be the
establishment of a free and democratic
homeland for the Palestinian people, just as
Israel is a free and democratic homeland for
the Jewish people. For this to happen, the
Israelis must have secure, recognized, and
defensible borders, and the Palestinians must
have a state that is viable, contiguous, sov-
ereign, and independent. Achieving this vi-
sion will require tough decisions and painful
concessions from both sides.

I believe that a peace agreement between
Israelis and Palestinians that defines a Pales-
tinian state is possible this year. Prime Min-
ister Olmert made clear to me that he under-
stands a democratic Palestinian state is in the
long-term security interests of Israel. Presi-
dent Abbas is committed to achieving this
Palestinian state through negotiation. The
United States cannot impose an agreement
on the Israelis and Palestinians; that is some-
thing they must work out themselves. But
with hard work and good will on both sides,
they can make it happen. And both men are
getting down to the serious work of negotia-
tion to make sure it does happen.

The United States will do all we can to
encourage these negotiations and promote
reconciliation between Israelis and Palestin-
ians. But the international community has a
responsibility to help as well. In particular,
the Arab nations of the Gulf have a responsi-
bility both to support President Abbas, Prime
Minister Fayyad, and other Palestinian lead-
ers as they work for peace and to work for
a larger reconciliation between Israel and the
Arab world. And in my meetings with Arab
leaders over the next few days, I will urge
them to do their part.

A democratic Palestinian state is in the in-
terests of the Palestinians. It is in the long-
term security interests of Israel. And it is in
the interests of a world at war with terrorists
and extremists trying to impose their brutal
vision on the Middle East. By helping the



